SINGLE AUDIT AND OTHER AUDIT
REQUIREMENTS
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ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA

SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS
AND STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

FOR THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2023

Assistance Expenditures
Listing Contract Program/Cluster to
Federal Agency Number Number Expenditures Totals Subrecipients
Department of Housing and Urban Development
Direct Assistance:
Housing Counseling Assistance Program 14.169  HC220421038 $ 34,154 34,154 -
Community Development Entitlement Grants Cluster 14.218  B-17-UC-12-0021 151,261 142,748
Community Development Entitlement Grants Cluster 14.218  B-20-UC-12-0021 685,549 601,264
Community Development Entitlement Grants Cluster 14.218  B-21-UC-12-0021 417,003 131,131
Community Development Entitlement Grants Cluster 14.218  B-22-UC-12-0021 40,535 12,850
Community Development Entitlement Grants Cluster 14.218  B-20-UW-12-0021 116,189 1,410,537 28,635
Passed through the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity:
Ci ity D Block 's Program
and Non-Entitlement Grants in Hawaii 14228 17DB-OL-04-65-01-W01 28,411,782 28,411,782 -
Passed through the Florida Department of Children and Families and Flagler Hospital:
Emergency Solutions Grant Program 14.231  NP006 84,640 84,640 -
Department of Justice
Passed through Florida Office of the Attorney General:
Victim of Crimes Act 16.575  VOCA-2022-802 134,110 134,110 -
Passed through Florida Department of Law Enforcement:
Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program 16.738  15PBJA-21-GG-00241-MUMU 30,156 -
Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program 16.738  15PBJA-22-GG-02626-JAGX 21,783 51,939 -
Department of Transportation
Direct Assistance:
Federal Transit Formula Grants/Federal Transit Cluster 20.507  FL-2018-039-01; 6410-2017-1 70,286 -
Federal Transit Formula Grants/Federal Transit Cluster 20.507  FL-2019-077-01; 6410-2019-1 433,564 430,906
Federal Transit Formula Grants/Federal Transit Cluster 20.507  FL-2020-044-01; 6410-2020-2 178,608 171,426
Federal Transit Formula Grants/Federal Transit Cluster 20.507  FL-2021-025-00; 6410-2020-1 908,612 201,631
Federal Transit Formula Grants/Federal Transit Cluster 20.507  FL-2018-125-00; 6410-2017-3 3,178 -
Federal Transit Formula Grants/Federal Transit Cluster 20.507  FL-2023-028-01; 6410-2021-2 33,757 22,101
Federal Transit Formula Grants/Federal Transit Cluster 20.526  FL-2021-025-00; 6410-2020-1 443,338 2,071,343 -
Passed through the Florida D of Envi Pr ion
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 21.027 22P21 155,301 155,301 -
Direct Assistance:
Emergency Rental Assistance Program 21.023 3,938 3,938 -
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 21.027 11,692,463 11,692,463 -
Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Fund 21.032 100,000 100,000 -
Election Assistance Commission
Passed through the Florida Department of State, Division of Elections:
Help America Vote Act 90.404  23.e.es.100.058 111,513 111,513 -
Department of Health and Human Services
Passed through the Florida Department of Children and Families:
Guardianship Assistance 93.090 NJ206 30,834 30,834 -
Promoting Safe and Stable Families 93.556  NJ206 258,247 258,247 -
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant (477 Cluster) 93.558  NJ206 425,665 425,665 -
Chafee Education and Training Vouchers 93.599 NJ206 481 481 -
Adoption and Legal Guardianship Incentive Payments 93.603  NJ206 12,194 12,194 -
Stephanie Tubbs Jones Child Welfare Services Program 93.645 NJ206 53,425 53,425 -
Foster Care-Title IV-E 93.658  NJ206 800,766 800,766 -
Adoption Assistance 93.659 NJ206 971,116 971,116 -
Social Services Block Grant 93.667  NJ206 171,012 171,012 -
Child Abuse and Neglect State Grants 93.669 NJ206 14,169 14,169 -
Chafee Foster Care Independence Program 93.674 NJ206 48,238 48,238 -
Medical Assistance Program (Medicaid Cluster) 93.778  NJ206 6,562 6,562 -
Passed through the Florida Department of Revenue:
Child Support Enforcement - Title IV-D 93.563 COCs5 154,260 154,260 -
Passed through Northeast Florida Area Agency on Aging
Low Income Home Energy Assistance 93.568 P0O21-STJBCC.A2 9,431 9,431 -
Executive Office of the President
Direct Assistance:
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas Program 95.001 G21NF0001A 320,799 -
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas Program 95.001 G22NF0001A 3,090,100 -
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas Program 95.001  G23NF0001A 449,997 3,860,896 -
Department of Homeland Security
Direct Assistance:
Port Security Grant Program 97.056  EMW-2022-PU-00037 73,111 73,111 -
Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response 97.083  EMW-2018-FH-00045 106,327 -
Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response 97.083  EMW-2020-FF-00767 1,456,970 1,563,297 -
Passed through the Florida Division of Emergency Management:
Disaster Grants - Public Assistance 97.036  17-PA-U5-04-65-02-125 1,323,134 -
Disaster Grants - Public Assistance 97.036 70276 1,569,034 -
Disaster Grants - Public Assistance 97.036 72840 753,933 -
Disaster Grants - Public Assistance 97.036 71636 720,961 -
Disaster Grants - Public Assistance 97.036 71747 955,544 5,322,606 -
Hazard Mitigation Grant 97.039  HO0539 131,600 131,600 -
Emergency Management Performance Grants 97.042  G0362 49,519 -
Emergency Management Performance Grants 97.042  G0428 11,808 61,327 -
Homeland Security Grant Program 97.067  EMW-2022-SS-00029-S01;R0730 16,600 -
Homeland Security Grant Program 97.067  EMW-2020-SS-0056-S01; #R0445 182 16,782 -
Total Expenditures of Federal Awards $ 58,247,739 58,247,739 1,742,692
(continued)
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State Expenditures
CSFA Contract Program to
State Agency Number Number Expenditures Totals Subrecipients
Executive Office of the Governor:
Emergency Management Programs 31.063  A0293 105,752 105,752 $ -
Urban Search and Rescue Sustainment Program 31.078  T0255 12,000 12,000 -
Department of Environmental Protection:
Drinking Water Facility Construction 37.076 DW550130 56,774 56,774 -
Wastewater Treatment Facility Construction 37.077 WW550150 1,937,114 -
Wastewater Treatment Facility Construction 37.077  WW550160 100,620 -
Wastewater Treatment Facility Construction 37.077 WW550161 3,781,275 -
Wastewater Treatment Facility Construction 37.077  WW550170 1,346,623 7,165,632 -
Florida Housing Finance Corporation:
State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program 40.901 2021-2022 746,822 604,127
State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program 40.901 2022-2023 969 -
State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program 40.901 2023-2024 50 747,841 -
Department of State and Secretary of State:
State Aid to Libraries 45.030 23.1sa.000.098 116,499 116,499 -
Department of Transportation:
County Incentive Grant Program 55.008 G1156; 442785-1-54-01 13,250 13,250 -
Public Transit Block Grant Program 55.010 G1W93;418441-1-84-21 118,386 118,386
Public Transit Block Grant Program 55.010 (G2877;418441-1-84-22 457,657 576,043 457,657
Transportation Regional Incentive Program 55.026  G1I56; 442785-1-54-01 13,250 13,250 -
Local Transportation Projects 55.039  G1W36;447333-1-54-01 1,000,000 -
Local Transportation Projects 55.039 G2272; 447333-2-54-01 339,612 -
Local Transportation Projects 55.039  G2E32;441371-2-54-01 717,611 -
Local Transportation Projects 55.039 G2F83; 450657-1-54-01 800,000 -
Local Transportation Projects 55.0839  (G1S52;445798-2-54-01 184,297 -
Local Transportation Projects 55.039 (G2556; 445798-3-54-01 4,925 3,046,445 -
Department of Children and Families:
Homeless Grants-in-Aid 60.021 NP006 52,600 52,600 -
Out-of-Home Supports 60.074  NJ206 1,843,654 1,843,654 -
CBC - Adoption Services 60.076 NJ206 9,587 9,587 -
The Independent Living and Road to Independence Program 60.112 NJ206 14,783 14,783 -
Extended Foster Care Program 60.141 NJ206 72,453 72,453 -
CBC - Purchase of Therapeutic Services for Children 60.183 NJ206 4,515 4,515 -
Family Finders Program 60.206 NJ206 57,335 57,335 -
Kinship Navigator Program 60.207 NJ206 579,516 579,516 -
Guardianship Assistance Program 60.210 NJ206 27,004 27,004 -
CBC - Fatherhood Engagement Specialists 60.211 NJ206 67,483 67,483 -
State Funded Child Care Subsidy 60.244 NJ206 45,252 45,252 -
Department of Health
County Grant Awards 64.005 C10578 43,472 43,472 -
Department of Management Services
Prepaid Next Generation 911 (NG911)State Grant Program 72.003  S21-22-05-10 32,250 -
Prepaid Next Generation 911 (NG911)State Grant Program 72.003 $21-22-05-11 118,800 151,050 -
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Derelict Vessel Removal Program 77.005 FWC-22-ON-0053770 35,000 35,000 -
Total expenditures of state financial assistance 14,857,190 14,857,190 $ 1,180,170
(concluded)
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ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA

NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS
AND STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

FOR THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2023

NOTE 1 - BASIS OF PRESENTATION

The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance
(the Schedule) includes the Federal and State award activity of St. Johns County, Florida for the
year ended September 30, 2023. The information in this schedule is presented in accordance with
the requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance)
and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General. Because the Schedule presents only a selected
portion of the operations of the County, it is not intended to and does not present the financial
position, changes in net position, or cash flows of the County.

NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the modified accrual basis of accounting.
Such expenditures are recognized when they become a demand on current available financial
resources. Expenditures on contracts are recognized following the cost principles contained in the
Uniform Guidance, wherein certain types of expenditures are not allowable or are limited as to
reimbursement.

NOTE 3 - INDIRECT COST RATE

The County did not elect to charge the 10% de minimus indirect cost rate as outlined in the Uniform
Guidance or any other indirect cost rate to any federal or state programs.

NOTE 4 - SUBRECIPIENTS

The County provided federal awards to subrecipients as follows:

Federal
Assistance Listing
Federal Program Number Amount
Community Development Entitlement Grants Cluster 14.218 $ 916,628
Federal Transit Formula Grants/Federal Transit Cluster 20.507 826,064
$ 1,742,692
The County provided state awards to subrecipients as follows:
State
State Project CSFA Number Amount
State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program 40.901 $ 604,127
Public Transit Block Grant Program 55.010 576,043
$ 1,180,170
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NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS
AND STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
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NOTE 5 - OTHER

The County does not participate in any loan or loan guarantee programs at the Federal level, but
did participate in the State Revolving Loan (SRF) program of the State of Florida. Current year
borrowing for the SRF was $7,222,406. The balance of SRF loans at September 30, 2023 was
$60,963,624. The County did not receive any non-cash federal or state assistance in fiscal year
2023.
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Certified Public Accountants

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT-AUDITING STANDARDS

Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-
type activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining
fund information of St. Johns County, Florida (the “County”) as of and for the year ended September 30, 2023,
and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the County’s basic financial
statements, and have issued our report thereon dated June 21, 2024.

Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the County’s internal control over
financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an
opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct misstate-
ments on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control,
such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not
be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combina-
tion of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit
attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this section and
was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses or significant
deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over
financial reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses may exist that have
not been identified.
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Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

Report on Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the County’s financial statements are free from
material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations,
contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the
financial statements. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective
of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances
of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.

We have also issued a management letter to the Board of County Commissioners, St. Johns County, Florida
dated June 21, 2024 presenting certain required disclosures and comments pursuant to the Chapter 10.550, Rules
of the Auditor General.

Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance and
the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal control or
on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing
Standards in considering the County’s internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not
suitable for any other purpose.

MSL, v+

Certified Public Accountants

Orlando, Florida
June 21, 2024
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Certified Public Accountants

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR
FEDERAL PROGRAM AND STATE PROJECT AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL
OVER COMPLIANCE AND REPORT ON SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF
FEDERAL AWARDS AND STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE REQUIRED BY THE
UNIFORM GUIDANCE AND CHAPTER 10.550, RULES OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program and State Project
Opinion on Each Major Federal Program and State Project

We have audited the compliance of St. Johns County, Florida (the “County”) with the types of compliance
requirements described in the OMB Compliance Supplement and the requirements described in the Department
of Financial Services’ State Projects Compliance Supplement that could have a direct and material effect on
each of the County’s major federal programs and state projects for the year ended September 30, 2023. The
County’s major federal programs and state projects are identified in the summary of auditor’s results section of
the accompanying Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs.

In our opinion, the County complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance requirements referred
to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal programs and state projects for
the year ended September 30, 2023.

Basis for Opinion for Each Major Federal Program and State Project

We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards,
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of
Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements
for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance); and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General. Our respon-
sibilities under those standards; the Uniform Guidance; and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General are
further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section of our report.

We are required to be independent of the County and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance
with relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion on compliance for each major federal program and
state project. Our audit does not provide a legal determination of the County’s compliance with the compliance
requirements referred to above.

Responsibility of Management for Compliance

Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements referred to above and for the design, imple-
mentation, and maintenance of effective internal control over compliance with the requirements of laws,
statutes, regulations, rules, and provisions of contracts or grant agreements applicable to the County’s federal
programs and state projects.
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Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with the compliance
requirements referred to above occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and express an opinion on the County’s
compliance based on our audit. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance
and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards, Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance; and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the
Auditor General will always detect material noncompliance when it exists. The risk of not detecting material
noncompliance resulting from fraud is higher than for that resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion,
forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Noncompliance with the
compliance requirements referred to above is considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that,
individually or in the aggregate, it would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user of the report on
compliance about the County’s compliance with the requirements of each major federal program and state
project as a whole.

In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing
Standards, the Uniform Guidance, and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General, we:

e Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

e Identify and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, and design
and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include examining, on a
test basis, evidence regarding the County’s compliance with the compliance requirements referred
to above and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.

e Obtain an understanding of the County’s internal control over compliance relevant to the audit in
order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances and to test and report on
internal control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance and Chapter 10.550,
Rules of the Auditor General, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness
of the County’s internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the
planned scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in internal
control over compliance that we identified during the audit.

Report on Internal Control over Compliance

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal
program or state project on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control over compliance is a
deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a reasonable
possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program or state
project will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant deficiency in internal
control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance
with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program or state project that is less severe than a material
weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with
governance.
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Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

Report on Internal Control over Compliance (Continued)

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the Auditor’s
Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in
internal control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in internal control
over compliance. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal
control over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, material
weaknesses may exist that have not been identified.

Our audit was not designed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal control over
compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our testing of
internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the Uniform
Guidance. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other purpose.

Report on Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance Required by
the Uniform Guidance and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General

We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the aggregate
discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the
County as of and for the year ended September 30, 2023, and the related notes to the financial statements, which
collectively comprise the County’s basic financial statements. We issued our report thereon dated June 21, 2024,
which contained unmodified opinions on those financial statements. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of
forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively comprise the basic financial statements. The
accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance is presented for
purposes of additional analysis, as required by the Uniform Guidance and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor
General, and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of
management and was derived from, and relates directly to, the underlying accounting and other records used to
prepare the basic financial statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in
the audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and recon-
ciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic
financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance is fairly stated, in all material
respects, in relation to the basic financial statements taken as a whole.

MSL, 24

Certified Public Accountants

Orlando, Florida
June 21, 2024
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ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs
For the Year Ended September 30, 2023

SECTION I - SUMMARY OF INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S RESULTS

Financial Statements
Type of Auditor’s Report Issued: Unmodified Opinion

Internal control over financial reporting:

e Material weakness(es) identified? Yes X No
e Significant deficiency(ies) identified? Yes X _None reported
Noncompliance material to financial statements noted? Yes X No

Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance

Internal control over major programs/projects:

e Material weakness(es) identified? Yes X No

e Significant deficiency(ies) identified? Yes X _None reported

Type of report issued on compliance for major federal
programs and major state projects: Unmodified Opinion

Any audit findings disclosed that are required to be reported

in accordance with 2 CFR Section 200.516(a) of the

Uniform Guidance or Chapter 10.557, Rules of the Auditor

General? ~ Yes ~ X No

Identification of Major Federal Programs and Major State Projects:

AL Numbers Name of Federal Programs
14.218 Community Development Block Grants/Entitlement Grants
14.228 Community Development Block Grants/State’s Program
21.027 Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds
CSFA Numbers Name of State Projects
37.077 Wastewater Treatment Facility Construction
55.039 Local Transportation Projects
Dollar threshold used to distinguish between
Type A and Type B programs: Federal $1,747,432
State $ 750,000
Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee pursuant to
the Uniform Guidance? Yes X No
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ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs (Continued)
For the Year Ended September 30, 2023

SECTION II - FINANCIAL STATEMENT FINDINGS

None reported.

SECTION III - FEDERAL AWARD AND STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS
SECTION

None reported.

SECTION IV - PRIOR-YEAR AUDIT FINDINGS

None reported.
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Certified Public Accountants

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S MANAGEMENT LETTER

Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

Report on the Financial Statements

We have audited the basic financial statements of St. Johns County, Florida (the “County”) as of and for the year
ended September 30, 2023, and have issued our report thereon dated June 21, 2024.

Auditor’s Responsibility

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States; the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations,
Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and the Audit Requirements for Federal
Awards (Uniform Guidance); and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.

Other Reporting Requirements

We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with
Government Auditing Standards, Independent Auditor’s Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program
and State Project and on Internal Control over Compliance and Report on Schedule of Expenditures of Federal
Awards and State Financial Assistance Required by the Uniform Guidance and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the
Auditor General, Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs, and Independent Accountant’s Report on an
examination conducted in accordance with AICPA Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding
compliance requirements in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General. Disclosures in those
reports and schedule, which are dated June 21, 2024, should be considered in conjunction with this management
letter.

Prior Audit Findings

Section 10.554(1)(1)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not corrective
actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual financial audit
report. Corrective actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding
financial audit report except for Finding MLC 2020-002 which was included in the third preceding financial
audit report.

Official Title and Legal Authority

Section 10.554(1)(1)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and legal authority
for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be disclosed in this management
letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. The legal authority is disclosed in the notes to
the financial statements.
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Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

Financial Condition and Management

Sections 10.554(1)(i)5.a. and 10.556(7), Rules of the Auditor General, require us to apply appropriate proce-
dures and communicate the results of our determination as to whether or not the County has met one or more of
the conditions described in Section 218.503(1), Florida Statutes, and identification of the specific condition(s)
met. In connection with our audit, we determined that the County did not meet any of the conditions described
in Section 218.503(1), Florida Statutes.

Pursuant to Sections 10.554(1)(1)5.b. and 10.556(8), Rules of the Auditor General, we applied financial condi-
tion assessment procedures. It is management’s responsibility to monitor the County’s financial condition, and
our financial condition assessment was based, in part, on representations made by management and the review
of financial information provided by same.

Section 10.554(1)(1)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address in the management letter any
recommendations to improve financial management. In connection with our audit, we did not have any such
recommendations.

Special District Component Units

Section 10.554(1)(1)5.c., Rules of the Auditor General, requires, if appropriate, that we communicate the failure
of a special district that is a component unit of a county, municipality, or special district, provided the financial
information necessary for proper reporting of the component unit, within the audited financial statements of the
county, municipality, or special district in accordance with Section 218.39(3)(b), Florida Statutes. In connection
with our audit, we did not note any special district component units that failed to provide the necessary
information for proper reporting in accordance with Section 218.39(3)(b), Florida Statutes.

As required by Section 218.39(3)(c), Florida Statutes, and Section 10.554(1)(1)6, Rules of the Auditor General, the
Anastasia Sanitary District (the “Sanitary District”), a dependent special district of the County, reported:

a) The total number of Sanitary District employees compensated in the last pay period of the Sanitary
District’s fiscal year as 0.

b) The total number of independent contractors to whom nonemployee compensation was paid in the last
month of the Sanitary District’s fiscal year as 0.

c) All compensation earned by or awarded to employees, whether paid or accrued, regardless of
contingency as $0.

d) All compensation earned by or awarded to nonemployee independent contractors, whether paid or
accrued, regardless of contingency as $0.

e) Each construction project with a total cost of at least $65,000 approved by the Sanitary District that is
scheduled to begin on or after October 1 of the fiscal year being reported, together with the total
expenditures for such project as:

1. N/A.

f) A budget variance based on the budget adopted under Section 189.016(4), Florida Statutes, before the
beginning of the fiscal year being reported if the Sanitary District amends a final adopted budget under
Section 189.016(6), Florida Statures as N/A.
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Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

Special District Component Units (Continued)

As required by Section 218.39(3)(c), Florida Statutes, and Section 10.554(1)(1)6, Rules of the Auditor General, the
Elkton Drainage District (the “Drainage District”), a dependent special district of the County, reported:

a) The total number of Drainage District employees compensated in the last pay period of the Drainage
District’s fiscal year as 0.

b) The total number of independent contractors to whom nonemployee compensation was paid in the last
month of the Drainage District’s fiscal year as 1.

¢) All compensation earned by or awarded to employees, whether paid or accrued, regardless of
contingency as $0.

d) All compensation earned by or awarded to nonemployee independent contractors, whether paid or
accrued, regardless of contingency as $8,240.

e) Each construction project with a total cost of at least $65,000 approved by the Drainage District that is
scheduled to begin on or after October 1 of the fiscal year being reported, together with the total
expenditures for such project as:

1. N/A.

f) A budget variance based on the budget adopted under Section 189.016(4), Florida Statutes, before the
beginning of the fiscal year being reported if the Drainage District amends a final adopted budget
under Section 189.016(6), Florida Statures as N/A.

As required by Section 218.39(3)(c), Florida Statutes, and Section 10.554(1)(1)6, Rules of the Auditor General, the
Ponte Vedra Zoning and Adjustment Board (the “Zoning Board”), a dependent special district of the County,
reported:

a) The total number of Zoning Board employees compensated in the last pay period of the Zoning
Board’s fiscal year as 0.

b) The total number of independent contractors to whom nonemployee compensation was paid in the last
month of the Zoning Board’s fiscal year as 0.

c) All compensation earned by or awarded to employees, whether paid or accrued, regardless of
contingency as $0.

d) All compensation earned by or awarded to nonemployee independent contractors, whether paid or
accrued, regardless of contingency as $0.

e) Each construction project with a total cost of at least $65,000 approved by the Zoning Board that is
scheduled to begin on or after October 1 of the fiscal year being reported, together with the total
expenditures for such project as:

i. N/A

f) A budget variance based on the budget adopted under Section 189.016(4), Florida Statutes, before the
beginning of the fiscal year being reported if the Zoning Board amends a final adopted budget under
Section 189.016(6), Florida Statures as N/A.
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Special District Component Units (Continued)

As required by Section 218.39(3)(c), Florida Statutes, and Section 10.554(1)(1)6, Rules of the Auditor General, the
Vilano Beach Street Lighting District (the “Lighting District”), a dependent special district of the County, reported:

a) The total number of Lighting District employees compensated in the last pay period of the Lighting
District’s fiscal year as 0.

b) The total number of independent contractors to whom nonemployee compensation was paid in the last
month of the Lighting District’s fiscal year as 0.

c) All compensation earned by or awarded to employees, whether paid or accrued, regardless of
contingency as $0.

d) All compensation earned by or awarded to nonemployee independent contractors, whether paid or
accrued, regardless of contingency as $0.

e) Each construction project with a total cost of at least $65,000 approved by the Lighting District that is
scheduled to begin on or after October 1 of the fiscal year being reported, together with the total
expenditures for such project as:

i. N/A.

f) A budget variance based on the budget adopted under Section 189.016(4), Florida Statutes, before the
beginning of the fiscal year being reported if the Lighting District amends a final adopted budget
under Section 189.016(6), Florida Statures as N/A.

Specific information of the St. Johns County Community Redevelopment Agency, the Housing Finance Authority
of St. Johns County, and the St. Johns County Industrial Development Authority, dependent districts of the
County, that are required by Section 218.39(3)(c), Florida Statutes, and Section 10.544(1)(1)6, Rules of the Auditor
General, are reported in the respective dependent district’s management letters for the fiscal year ended
September 30, 2023.

Additional Matters

Section 10.554(1)(1)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires us to communicate noncompliance with provi-
sions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have occurred, that have an
effect on the financial statements that is less than material but which warrants the attention of those charged with
governance. In connection with our audit, we had the following recommendation:

MLC 2020-002 - Unexpended Fund Balance — Building Permits

Criteria:

Section 553.80(7)(a), Florida Statutes, has been updated to limit the amount of unexpended building permit
funds carried forward to future fiscal years to no more than the County’s average operating budget for
enforcing the Florida Building Code for the previous four fiscal years. A local government must use any
fund in excess of this limitation to rebate or reduce fees.

Condition:

The County’s unexpended building permit funds in the Building Services Fund at September 30, 2020,
exceeded the County’s average operating budget for enforcing the Florida Building Code for the previous
four fiscal years by substantial amounts.
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Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

Additional Matters (Continued)
Recommendation:
We continue to recommend that the County take steps to reduce the amount of unexpended building code
balances in order to comply with Section 553.80(7)(a) of Florida Statutes.
Purpose of this Letter
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee,
members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor General, federal

and other granting agencies, County Commission, and applicable management and is not intended to be, and
should not be, used by anyone other than these specified parties.

MSL, v+

Certified Public Accountants

Orlando, Florida
June 21, 2024
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Certified Public Accountants

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT

Honorable Board of County Commissioners
St. Johns County, Florida

We have examined the compliance of St. Johns County, Florida (the “County”) with the requirements of
Sections 218.415, 365.172(10), and 365.173(2)(d), Florida Statutes, during the year ended September 30, 2023.
Management is responsible for the County’s compliance with those requirements. Our responsibility is to
express an opinion on the County’s compliance based on our examination.

Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the AICPA. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the
County is in accordance with those with those requirements, in all material respects. An examination involves
performing procedures to obtain evidence about the County’s compliance with those requirements. The nature,
timing, and extent of the procedures selected depend on our judgment, including an assessment of the risks of
noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error. We believe that the evidence we obtained is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our examination does not provide a legal
determination on the County’s compliance with specified requirements.

We are required to be independent and to meet our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with relevant
ethical requirements relating to the engagement.

In our opinion, the County complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned requirements for the year
ended September 30, 2023.

MSL, 24

Certified Public Accountants

Orlando, Florida
June 21, 2024
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Brandon J. Patty
Clerk of the Circuit Court and County Comptroller | St. Johns County, Florida
4010 Lewis Speedway, St. Augustine, FL 32084
(904) 819-3600 | www.stjohnsclerk.com

June 21, 2024

Ms. Sherrill F. Norman, C.P.A.
Auditor General Office

Local Government Audits
Claude Pepper Building

111 West Madison Street
Tallahassee FL 32399-1450

Dear Ms. Norman

This letter is in response to the findings related to the St. Johns County’s financial statements audit for
the year ended September 30, 2023.

Independent Auditor’s Management Letter, MLC 2020-002

On April 16, 2024, the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners awarded a contract to the lowest
and most responsive and responsible bidder for the construction of an expanded permit center. This
award, is in compliance with Section 553.80(7)(a)2, Florida Statutes; specifically;

A local government must use any excess funds that it is prohibited from carrying forward to rebate and
reduce fees, or to pay for the construction of a building or structure that houses a local government’s
building code enforcement agency or the training programs for building officials, inspectors, or plans
examiners associated with the enforcement of the Florida Building Code.

As a result, the accumulated building permit funds will be encumbered, thereby implementing the
corrective action necessary to resolve the audit finding. It is anticipated the construction project will be

completed within 24 months.

Should you need further comment or have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

Brandon J. Patty
Clerk of the Circuit Court and County Comptroller
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